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discovered not far from the above-mentioned temple, the words
'fire of Ardashir' and 'fire of Shapur' give the date of the corona-
tion of these two kings. From this the present writer draws the
conclusion that the fire shown upon the coins is the one that the
king consecrated at the ceremony of his coronation, to be the
symbolic protector of his reign1.
Each of these great temples and of the fires of Vahram, which
were established in the provinces, had a considerable body of
priests under the direction of a tmobadhy or of a 'mogkan mogh*
(* Magus of the magi') to serve it. 'Ehrbadhs* kept watch over the
ceremonies of divine worship, assisted by lower clergy, each of
whom had his special task.
In addition there were several foreign religious communities in
the Sassanid Empire. Jews were numerous, above all in the cities
of Mesopotamia and of Babylonia, particularly at Seleuceia-
Ctesiphon; here dwelt their civil and religious head, the Resh
Gtf/zfoz, whose election had to be confirmed by the Great King. At
Doura graffiti and some short inscriptions in Sassanian Pahlavi
have been found in the ruins of a synagogue2. Even in the purely
Iranian territory there existed Jewish colonies in the cities.
Christianity first began to spread in Western Iran towards the
end of the Arsacid era, thanks to the zeal of the missionaries of
Edessa3. East of the Tigris there was a bishopric of Arbela, Then
later the transplantation of prisoners of war, in obedience to the
orders of Shapur I and of his successors, helped towards the propa-
gation of Christianity even in the more distant provinces. Bishop-
rics were created, and in spite of internal dissensions a Christian
Church, with Syriac for its language, was gradually organized in
Iran under the primacy of the Bishop of Seleuceia-Ctesiphon (the
katholikos). In Armenia King Tiridates^ introduced Christianity
towards the close of the third century,
In the eastern regions of the empire Buddhism claimed many
followers. Paintings, which recall the style of the reliefs of the
time of Shapur I, discovered in the niches of the colossal statues of
Buddha at Bamiyan, to the east of Cabul4, and coins issued by * the
worshipper of Mazdah,' the famous Kushanshah Peroz (brother
of Shapur I), figuring the image of Buddha, bear striking testi-
mony to a peaceful rapprochement between the two religions.
Apart from this the Mazdean clergy were somewhat disdainful
1  See the Bibliography to this chapter, I, E.
2  A. Pagliaro,ExcavationsatDura-Europos,vifiRep* i932-33, p
3  See below, p. 493.
4  See below, p. 124.